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After India became independent in 1947, it was hoped that
democracy would be decentralized to strengthen democracy and the
development of local institution would get new direction and momentum.
Gandhiji wanted the village to be the basic unit of governance and he
considered it mandatory for the decentralization of democracy of
Panchayati Raj. Gandhiji believed that if we want the villages to not only
live but also become strong and prosperous. So in our view, the village
should have primacy. His belief was that every ten or twenty people sitting
in the true Lokshahi center could not run. It should be run by everyone
from the village. Although local governance is present in every form of
governance in some form, but in a democracy it is unavoidable. Local
governance institutions are the medium to decentralize democracy. Local
governance provides an opportunity to the people to take up their own
active participation in the management of local affairs.
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